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H.E. Joseph Cardinal Parecattil. Kalabhavan’s Patron




Fr.Dr. Abel CMI The Founder
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OFFICER ON SPECIAL DUTY Presaden(s Socnctsriat,
RaosMrapati Bhavas,

=~ New Deldbi - 110004

No. F. 2-M /99
27th December, 1999

Dear Rev. Dr. Abel,

The President of India, Shri. K.R. Narayanan, is happy to
know that the Kalabhavan is celebrating its 30th anniversary on
19th January, 2000.

The President extends his warm greetings and felicitations
to all those associated with Kalabhavan and wishes the
Celebrations all success.

With regards,
Yours sincerely

‘QV(S Sahu)
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Life Is a special gift of God. To be born on this earth is a blessing, and to be

associated with such an august institution, a very special extension of that blessing. I
realise this now in hindsight, for now as a part of this Kalabhavan family, I

understand the purpose of my birth.

A chance encounter with the great visionary Fr. Abel, the architect of Kalabhavan, at
Trivandrum International Airport in 1994, caused a ripple in my existence and the
subsequent interaction with the priest changed the course of my life forever. Indeed
this meeting was a coincidence and now I realized this was one of the master

strokes of my Creator, to lead me onto the path of fulfilment.

Today when I look back at all these years spent at Kalabhavan, I am grateful to God
for granting me this opportunity to serve Him through Kalabhavan, and to know and
experience the greatness of Fr. Abel, who has become my father figure, my mentor,
as well as my alterego. [ fervently ask God to bless Abelachan with a long and

healthy, active and happy life.

Kalabhavan was envisaged and fashioned by Fr. Abel and is the fruit of his
perseverance and dedication. His selfless labour is reflected in its growth and
attainment. In the year 1969, under the patronage of His Eminence the Late Cardinal
Joseph Parecattil, an ambitious project was set in concrete to quench the thirst of
music and art lovers. Baptised as The Christian Arts Club, this fine arts centre got
renamed as Kalabhavan. Fr. Abel then had already reached the landmark age of half a
century. Many musical enthusiasts, eminent personalities and our very own
Padmashree K.J. Yesudas, contributed their mite to mould and shape the infant, that
has now grown into strapping manhood, the Kalabhavan of today. Thirty years of
sweat and toil, sorrows and setbacks, joys and successes, it stands a memorial, a
salute to the indomitable spirit of a humble CMI priest who strummed the strings of

many a heart with sweet music. A man who dared to dream.

The panorama of thirty years of Kalabhavan vis-a-vis eighty years of Fr. Abel's
dreams, unfolds before us, on a canvas of dance, music and drama, that sublimates
and franscends all human barriers and emotions as Kalabhavan. Fr. Abel's youthful
enthusiasm, a brightly burning candle that lights the path leading each tiny talent
into a burst of capabilities, a twinkling star on the dome of the heavens.The pages of
this souvenir are dedicated to all those men and women who have enriched
Kalabhavan with their selfless devotion and made Fr. Abel's dream, his vision a
reality. I'sincerely hope and pray for the blessings of the Almighty and the continued

co-operation from each and every one of you, in all our future endeavours. WO |

Georgekutty Kariyanappally
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KALABHAVAN REGD. SOCIETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
1999 - 2000

Fr. Dr. Abel CMI Seshadri
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Kalabhavan Studios Ltd.
Kalabhavan building

Kalabhavan Road

Cochin 682 018

Kerala, India.

Tel: 0091-484-355599, 355590
Fax: 0091-484-349697

E-mail: info@kalabhavan.com
Websites: www.kalabhavan.com

www.kalabhavanschool.org

Nettikadan Creatives

Nettikadan building, Karakkat Road
Ernakulam South, Cochin 682 016
Kerala, India.

Tel: (91) (484) 351226, 383480
E-mail: mail@nettikadan.com

Website: www.nettikadan.com

COPY RIGHT © KALABHAVAN 2000
by Kalabhavan Studios Ltd.

All rights reserved. Any use of the contents of
this publication without the written permission of
the publisher strictly prohibited. Some of the

views expressed by contributors may not be the

representative views of the publisher.
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Digital Library of Christianity in India

WwWWw.Imnarggam.coim

A digital archive of Christian Art, Books,
Manuscripts & Manuals, Imagery Literature and Music.

Support Our Ongoing Projects

e Marggam Digital Library of Christianity in India.
e Aramaic Project - Reclaim Syriac to Reaffirm Identity.
e Encyclopedia of Syriac Chants.
e Resources for Researchers.
e Directory of Christaian Songs.
e Christian Arts / Music Iconography.
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CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY or INDIA
www. TheCMSIndia.org

An international forum for interdisiplinary discussion, and dissemination of

knowledge,on Art, Literature and Music of about
thirty million Christians in India

Christian Musicological Society of India, Josef Ross, 1st Floor, Peter’s Enclave, Opp. Kairali Apts., Panampilly Nagar, Kochi
Kerala, India-682036. Phone: +91 9496244981, +91 9446514981, Email - info@thecmsindia.org



