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SYNOPSIS OF THE FOURTEEN CANTOS OF MARGGAM KALI
JOSEPH J. PALACKAL

Blessing

A prayerful homage to St. Thomas, who is covered with peacock feathers and
has a body that resembles that of a peacock. (Note: The reference to peacock
and peacock feathers in the opening strophe connects to the stories of the
Apostle’s martyrdom and the name of the town where it happened: Mayilapiir
[the land of peacock]; Peacock is the national bird of India, and is prominent in
Hindu mythologies).
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Canto 1: The king of the Chozha Empire in South India, having heard about

the great Temple in Jerusalem, decides to build a magnificent palace for
himself.
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Canto 2: The King sends Haban, a celebrated merchant in his kingdom, to the
land where milk and honey flows to find a suitable architect. Haban is asked
to carry all that he needs in money and materials for the long journey.
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Canto 3. After saying his prayers to the One who commands the sea and
land, Haban and his entourage board the ship. They end up at a Jewish
enclave at Mahosa, on the outskirts of Seleucia-Ctesiphon, the capital of the
Persian Empire. While wandering there, the Lord Jesus appears to Haban.
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Canto 4. Haban tells Jesus the reason for his long trip from India. The Lord

promises to show him a suitable architect.

MILIJo nldBo
@B 1MIso

www. TheCMSIndia.in

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA


http://www.marggam.com/
http://www.thecmsindia.in/

mar 8311‘1 WWW.marggam.com

Digital Library of

@ROYU3 62l MI21006DEBEM 16N, 630-@ 1O

@OMIDODENNIMY0 DYDGLIODN0

@) 1M 10N BHIEMEANEBRHMEQ M0

@00 ©aldLIMIWNON W 2B oud

Aflwaloyo MO 1 @002108 GaldPnd

ANWNNaH@o (oI @oS1WIM@ (UM)

NNN6LI10000000 1 MBRI06MHB6)I6M3RIN3

QMO0 aleM1E:036)H860MIT3

HY1OUB OMUMNEDM@YUE 6)2]Q

HOYO Q@ 10MIB) UL 1O BaldNIN3

HE1N@ M@ @) HOEeMSAMI0

66 HOA 1210088 MM 31H6)1@3

DU @) §)2l0M@) IMIODOA(BlOTI

a0 1o QUDYDINMDYUE 6121 1@ MONIN3

S 13 MMM 1H M3l

NSAM @3 M16XAMIDYD/-26)XMN MNT3H00

9 BBy OOOMR OO

OF XN OQINO O]

Canto 5. Jesus describes the many qualifications of this great architect who i1s
equally talented in working with wood, stones, pearls, silver, bronze, and iron;
there is no one better than he among all the architects in the world. At this time,
the angels carry the architect, Thomas the Apostle, the twin, over the sky and
place him in front of Haban.
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Canto 6. Haban is delighted to see the Apostle. He is convinced that he got
the best architect in the world, and orders the Apostle to start the journey with
him to India. At this time, the Apostle envisions all the hardships that he is
going to face in the strange land of India, faints, and falls on the ground.
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Canto 7. The Apostle expresses his concerns about the strange land that is
India and its strange customs, and pleads with Jesus to not send him to that
country. The Apostle specifically refers to the customs of cremating the dead
bodies, officiating marriages of dead virgins, and other “shameless practices”
of the kings of the land. All the countries assigned to the other Apostles are
much better than India, the Apostle complains. Moreover, Apostles go in pairs
to the other countries, while Jesus is asking him to go alone to India.
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Canto 8. Jesus consoles the Apostle, who is in tears, by telling him not to be
afraid because he is not going alone on this mission; Jesus assures that he will
be with the Apostle always, wherever he goes (cfr. Mt 28:20). Jesus sells the
Apostle to Haban for an unspecified amount. Haban is delighted with the
transaction. Haban pays the amount to Jesus, who entrusts the money to the
Apostle. Haban and his team, along with the Apostle, board the ship. The
Apostle reaches India and appears in front of the king. The Apostle draws a
design of the Temple that Solomon built. Delighted to see the unique design,
the king commissions the Apostle to start work, and assigns him men and
money. The king says that he will visit the building site within one year.
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